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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ





Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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Micah 6:8 deals with some of the more important "tap root" issues; it is one of the most basic "character" texts in all of God's word. And when we take seriously what it says about justice, mercy, and walking humbly with God, we will find that we have much less trouble with the details of daily living. When our character is conformed to the principles of God, our conduct will be very naturally what it ought to be.


But are we really committed to the virtues recommended by such texts? It is not difficult to pay lip service to things like justice, but are we truly willing to build our character on these principles? Too often we define ourselves in terms of what we are against and see our righteousness as little more than the disapproval of certain sins that other people commit. But texts like Micah 6:8 call us back to the center of what really matters most. It is good, and even necessary, to be against what is wrong in the world. But God is looking for people who will be for what is right -- and justice, mercy, and humility are the right things to be for.


Loving what is right is different from hating what is wrong and feeling right about it.


Roy Masters


(Word Point - Gary Henry)








     The truth is that Someone did and does care.  The people who most often crowded longingly around Jesus during his days of teaching were the throwaways—that large group of men and women who knew well their own moral and spiritual failures and were made to feel them even more keenly by a religious elite who saw them as worthless and unworthy.  Jesus touched them powerfully because He so obviously valued and cared for them even as He called on them to repent and follow Him.


     Such was the case when Jesus taught that well known trilogy of parables concerning lost things which Luke alone records (Luke 15).  (Matthew does place the story of the lost sheep in an earlier discourse on humility, Matthew 18:12-14).  Large crowds of the great “unwashed” had come to hear Jesus preach while a small knot of increasingly antagonistic Pharisees grumbled their disdain of “this man” who “receives sinners and eats with them” (Luke 15:2).  Jesus paused in His teaching to answer again His critics who in their blindness kept on repeating a charge which not only commended the Lord but severely indicted them.


     Jesus preached the gospel of the kingdom not as to those who had, as they imagined, made themselves worthy of it, but as a door opened to all.  The message of the Pharisees was a message of reformation in order to be worthy at last for a call to the kingdom. 


     The gospel of Jesus was to sinners, as 





absolutely possible and worthwhile.  To His critics the tax collectors and “sinners” were only insignificant bits of hopeless human refuse toward whom they were indifferent.  Incongruously these human beings, made in the image of God, were worth less to the Pharisees than an ordinary sheep or a day’s wages.  For them they had no concern and no joy.  These parables say that it was the behavior of the Pharisees that was unnatural, even subhuman, and not that of the Lord.


     In the third and most powerful of His three parables Jesus moves from the defense of His own misunderstood love to the rebuke of the Pharisees lack of it.  He as shown them how they should have been; now He will show them how they are.  The focus of the parable of the Prodigal Son is not on the “prodigal” but the elder brother who portrays in such dark and tragic ways the attitude of the self-righteous scribes.


     Yet even in this story of severe rebuke there is love and entreaty toward those for whom it is intended.  It is an invitation to joy, an invitation to share His and the Father’s love for lost men and women of all kinds; but there is a hard and humbling road which they must walk before they will be ready to receive it.  And before it is over they will be dismayed to learn that those whom they have so despised had already made the journey before them.


     In these parables perhaps more than any other is revealed the real work and purpose of the kingdom of heaven. To lose this focus upon lost people, the earnest searching to find them, the wholehearted joy at their return, is to lose the Christ who taught them.








					





Someone Truly Cares for You


By Paul Earnhart


While David was in unwilling exile from his people, hiding like an animal in the wilderness from a Saul gone mad with jealousy, he composed these plaintive lines:  “For there is no one who acknowledges me … no one cares for my soul” (Psalms 142:4).











they were, promising forgiveness and a welcome to every believing, penitent heart.  Actually, as the first two parables bear out, Jesus was worse than the Pharisees had made Him out.  He not only received sinners but went looking for them!


     There is no doubt that these three parables about lost things and lost persons are principally addressed to the attacks of the Pharisees.  They begin most emphatically as an appeal to human nature.  They contain the “what would you do?” kind of argument which the Lord frequently used (Luke 14:5).  What would any shepherd do if he lost a sheep?  What would he do if he found it? And what would a housewife do if she lost some money?  And what would she do if she found it?  Everything about these illustrations is so natural as to need no explanation.  All people, even Pharisees, long after lost things and rejoice greatly when they are recovered, even things as mundane as a sheep or a coin.  Implicit in His argument is, Surely a human being, however degraded, is worth that much!


     Even more probing Jesus is asking, what would you do if you lost a son?  What would you do if you found him again?  And, if you were where God is and had lost all these “children” what would you do?  And how would you feel if they came home again?  If you don’t understand what I am doing, try understanding yourselves!


     This was Jesus’ parabolic defense of His concern for the moral recovery of the degraded and His belief that it was 








What Does the Lord Require?


He has shown you, O man, what is good;�and what does the Lord require of you but to do justly,�to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?


(Micah 6:8)


It often helps to simplify things. Especially when the subject is God, it is good from time to time to step back and ask what it is all about. There are a handful of texts in the Scriptures that help us to do this. One such text is Micah 6:8, which asks what it is that God requires of us and then answers that question in a very basic way: we are required to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with our God. Here, then, are some things of fundamental importance. Leaving aside for the moment the question of details and particulars, godliness comes down to just a few issues like these.


When we look thoughtfully at what this text says, we are struck by the fact that God's basic requirements have to do with the heart, or inner character, rather than the superficial things of outward appearance. It is not that our outward actions are unimportant, but rather that God begins His work on the inside. The fruit borne by the tree will be good if the tree itself is good (Matthew 7:17,18), and whether the tree can be good depends on how healthy the tap root is.
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Chris Roy and Rhetta for Chris’


continued improvement Melinda Hampson’s


father; Owen McKinney; Jack and Joyce


 Green; Jessica Redd’s father.  Congratulations


to Steven and Anna at the birth of Navie Lynn.


 All of our expecting mothers:  Alex Bowman


Stephanie Adams. 


________________________________________





Ladies Bible Class at the Building


April 9, 7:30 PM


_______________________________





If you would like to host a Bible Class in 


Your home, please see the sign up sheet in the foyer or check with Matt Jones 


________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Ryan Pink        


 Song Leader----Chantz Adams


Lord's Supper---Rob Williams


   Asst. 1-----Chase Shaffer


   Asst. 2-----Cecil Douthitt


   Asst. 3-----Mark Bowman


   Asst. 4-----Anthony Lynch


   Asst. 5-----Perry Betterton


2nd Prayer---Clay Bowman


Read Scripture---Rom. Stephenson 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Matt Jones


Closing Prayer---Wallis Hampson 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Steven Tramell


Song Leader---Brad Bowman


2ed Prayer---David Nash


Read Scripture---Collins Boakye


Sermon---Preston Jackson


Lord's Supper---Rob Williams


Announcements—Matt Jones


Closing Prayer---Drew Bowman


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Lloyd Jackson


 Invitation---Chase Shaffer


 Closing Prayer---Whit Hays





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














